Is high protein milk beneficial for SGA-terms?
A three months longitudinal followup of SGA term babies was done for their response to feeding of high protein milk (3.1 g/100 ml) and they were compared with their breast fed counterparts. The formula fed infants had no advantage over the breast fed when weight was compared. However, blood urea and serum creatinine levels were higher in the formula fed infants, than the breast fed ones. The serum valine concentrations, indicative of protein nutritional status, increased with increasing postnatal age in all the infants. Formula fed had higher serum valine than breast fed ones. Serum phenylalanine and serum tyrosine levels, which may hamper CNS development, were higher in the formula fed infants than the breast fed ones.